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WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 25 & THURSDAY, JANUARY 26,2012 
MAKETHE GRADE 
The pass/fail grading option is available for students as a tool to help 
them succeed in classes. Learn more about it on CAMPUS on PAGE 3. 
WWW.BGNEWS.COM 
Off-campus 
options available 
University offers advice as students seek, sign leases 
By Chri.ti.n Yariull 
Reporter 
Every year, thousands of 
University students make the 
transition from living in on- 
campus residence halls to living 
on their own in an apartment or 
other rental. 
Chris Bullins, associate 
dean of students, oversees Off 
Campus Student Services and 
offers advice for students who 
are planning to live off campus 
next fall. 
"You need to know your rights 
and responsibilities as a rent- 
er and community member," 
Bullins said. "Many rental prop- 
erties available in Bowling Green 
are located in residential areas 
next to or near working families. 
That being said, students should 
be respectful of noise, trash and 
other behaviors to respect those 
around them." 
Sometimes there can be noisy 
behavior on the off-campus 
scene, but Bullins said he doesn't 
discourage students from living 
off campus. 
There are a lot of important 
things students learn while 
transitioning off campus, such 
as personal security, cooking 
for themselves and managing 
finances, he said. 
"I think the real benefit of 
living off-campus can actually 
come from being truly on their 
"You need to know 
your rights and 
responsibilities as 
a renter..." 
Chris Bullins | Associate Dean 
own for the first time," Bullins 
said. "They have to learn about 
concepts such as community 
values and what it means to be a 
good neighbor." 
If students have not yet 
signed an off-campus lease, 
Bullins stressed there is still 
plenty of time. 
"A lot of students 1 talk with 
about off-campus living say that 
the earlier they sign a lease, the 
better chance they have of get- 
ting an ideal rental, but that may 
not be completely true," he said. 
"Students shouldn't feel rushed 
into a decision but instead take 
time to fully explore costs, ame- 
nities and property management 
performance before making a 
final decision." 
The Bowling Green City 
Planning Department report- 
ed about 10 percent of all rent- 
al proprieties in the city were 
still vacant as of last week, 
Bullins said. 
This is supported by statistics 
See LIVING | Page 3 
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University community discusses trend of pirating e-books to cut college costs 
By Troy Chambar lain 
Reporter 
It's not just music anymore. 
The rising popularity of e-books 
and digital formatting has placed 
book publishers alongside music 
and film recording companies 
in the fight against digital pira- 
cy — and some students looking 
to lower textbook expenses have 
taken note. 
John Ellinger, chief information 
officer at the University, said his 
office started dealing with illegal 
file sharing on the University's net- 
work when the music recording 
industry began targeting students 
illegally downloading music. 
While Ellinger hasn't yet 
received complaints of textbook 
piracy on campus, he said he is 
aware of the new adaptation and 
isn't surprised. 
"Recording industries have 
been very diligent about this 
because it's costing them money," 
Ellinger said. "[Electronic] text- 
books are a recent phenomenon 
of the last two years ... but it's 
nothing new. It's just an extension 
of the original issue." 
Matt Haschak, director of 
security and infrastructure for 
Information Technology Services, 
said the University has used a 
program called Audible Magic to 
prevent illegal file sharing on the 
University network since 2008. 
That summer a national report 
ranked it near the top 50 for copy- 
right violations. 
"We can't stop everything; there 
are certainly ways students can 
probably get around what we are 
doing," Haschak said. "All we can 
do is put forth a good-faith effort to 
deter it when we can." 
Since installing the program, 
infringement reports have dropped 
from about 35 a week to five or six, 
he said. 
See PIRACY | Page 3 
AueOfYROSS I THEBG NEWS 
El PATR6H a new Mexican restaurant opened about two months ago on North Main Street Customers can enjoy their meals surrounded by colorful 
art throughout the restaurant. 
New Mexican restaurant debuts in city 
By Suzanna Anderson 
Copy Chief 
Everyone has to make a living. Tony 
Omelas, manager of El Patron, has 
done so by working in food service 
for more than 25 years. 
"I've been doing this for pretty 
much all of my life," Omelas said. 
"This is what I do for a living I like it 
all. But in the last two years I've been 
working in the kitchen and cooking 
too, training cooks." 
Omelas has managed Mexican 
restaurants in Columbus and 
Fremont for the past 20 years. He 
opened El Patron two months ago on 
North Main Street. 
Omelas' daughter, Brenda 
Omelas, started working as a wait- 
ress when she was 16 and has been 
working at El Patron since it opened. 
"I started really young," Brenda 
said. "I enjoy it a lot. I like talk- 
ing to people, serving and all that 
good stuff." 
El Patrdn's menu offers a vari- 
ety of vegetarian options, salads, 
soups, bu11111 is. seafood, fajitas and 
chicken and steak dinners. 
There are several lunch specials 
available. 
One example is The Speedy 
See MEXICAN | Page 2 
LOCAL 
BRIEFS 
Occupy BG protestors 
receive community service 
sentence 
Two Occupy BG protesters attended their 
pre-trial hearing this past Friday, facing charges 
of obstructing official business after refusing to 
leave their campsite in early December. 
Both protestors, Gilbert Bentley and Taylor 
Scribner. were facing a possible $750 fine and/ 
or 90 days in jail. 
They received a sentence of 15 hours of 
community service and one year of unsuper- 
vised probation. Bentley said. 
Bentley said the results are a "win-win situ- 
ation." since their charges were dropped and 
they get to help out the community - some- 
thing he said he planned to do anyway. 
During the pre-trial. Bentley said about 
25 people hosted an impromptu Occupy 
BG general assembly meeting. All agreed to 
join Bentley and Scribner for the community 
service. 
The current community service terms ate 
shoveling snow for the elderly or disabled, 
which could change if no snow is present. 
Bentley said. 
Judging by the results of his and Scribner's 
pretrial. Bentley said he is optimistic for fellow 
protester Josh Chamberland's pre-trial hearing 
this Friday 
Chambeiland was arrested during the raid 
with an additional charge of resisting arrest. 
He allegedly refused to remove himself from 
blocking a city vehicle that was trying to 
remove the protesters' equipment from the 
Community Commons. 
"It will be interesting... but hopefully there 
will be no resentment during his trial," Bentley 
said. 
Occupy BG hosts general assembly meet- 
ings in Grounds For Thought every Tuesday at 
7 p.m. Anyone can attend 
University's fall to spring 
enrollment numbers 
appear to be on track 
University representatives released its 
15-day enrollment numbers at a media briefing 
Tuesday morning. 
All state colleges and universities are 
required to report enrollment data to the state 
the 15th day after classes start. 
The University's student population 
decreased by 0.5 percent from the fall to spring 
semester, according to the data. 
The number of undergraduate students 
increased by 1,1 percent, while the number of 
graduate students decreased by 8.9 percent. 
"Were where we expected in terms of 
undergraduate growth, so we re happy." said 
Albert Cobm. vice president for enrollment 
management. "Our fall-to-spring numbers are 
similar to where we were last year, retaining 
about 90 percent of freshmen." 
A majority of the remaining percentage 
of undergraduate students most likely didn't 
return because of financial reasons, he said. 
Michael Ogawa, interim dean of the 
Graduate College, said the decline in gradu- 
ate enrollment was also expected because of 
recent funding decreases in the college 
Early indicators, such as orientation and 
housing applications, signal another large fresh- 
men class next fall. Colom said at the briefing. 
"The numbers are actually up from this time 
last year." he said "We're continuing to aim 
to improve retention, and we're happy we're 
continuing to grow." 
BGNEWS.COM 
A class popularity contest 
Visit our site on 
Thursday to find 
out which classes 
are most popular 
on campus. 
SPORTS 
Vakntini gains confidence 
Sophomore gymnast Megan 
Valentini took on the role of a 
team leader this year and has 
dramatically improved her 
overall scores. I PAGE 6 
FORUM 
Republican debate continues 
Columnist Matthew Thacker 
discusses the Republican 
presidential candidate debates 
and compare them to an 
entertaining game. | PAGE 4 
What is/what would be the best part 
living off campus? 
"• Being responsible 
for cleaning your 
own bathroom mm 
ANDYNEWSOME 
Senior. Gerontology 
2 Wednesday. January 25 * Thursday. January 26.2012 FROM THE FRONT PAGE WWWBGNEWS.COM 
| *STUNNA* 
I Thunder St.  Clair / J wreck / Victor Greene 
***** 
THURSDAY. JANUARY 26 * 8:30PM -2:30AM 
DUBSTEP, DRUM S BASS, CHUNK 
Live it up all over again 
FRIDAY. JANUARY 27,2012 
10 PM til 2:30 AM 
PARTY FAVORS TO THE 
FIRST 100 PEOPLE! 
The 
NEW2012 
YEARSs 
REDO 
BLOTTER 
FRI..JAN.20 
4:24 P.M. 
A theft of less than $500 
was reported at the Popular 
Culture Building. 
5:07 P.M. 
Criminal mischief was report- 
ed at Kohl Hall. 
819 P.M. 
A theft of less than $500 
was reported at the Student 
Recreation Center. 
SAT., JAN. 21 
2:41 A.M. 
Disorderly conduct was 
reported near Thurstin and 
Pike streets. 
3:24A.M. 
A drug violation was report- 
ed at Harshman Quadrangle. 
435 A.M. 
Steven D. Dellegno. of 
Bristol. Conn., was cited 
for drug paraphernalia at 
Harshman Quadrangle. 
4:34 P.M. 
An ambulance assistance 
was reported at the Stroh 
Center. 
10:24 P.M. 
A drug suspicion was report- 
ed at Centennial Hall. 
SUN, JAN. 22 
12:37 A.M. 
An ambulance assistance 
was reported at Offenhauer 
East. 
12:57 A.M. 
A drug violation was report- 
ed at Harshman Chapman. 
130 A.M. 
Disorderly conduct was 
reported in University Lot E. 
3:07 A.M. 
Sabreena N. Woods, of 
Bowling Green, was cited 
for disorderly conduct in 
University Lot E. 
4:58 A.M. 
An ambulance assistance 
was reported at Conklin 
North. 
2:59 P.M. 
An ambulance assistance 
was reported at Harshman 
Dunbar. 
MON..JAN.23 
1:22 A.M. 
Tyler Jonathan Sinclair. 
Heather Hartman. and 
Marissa M. Stambol. all 
of Bowling Green, were 
cited for drug abuse/mari- 
juana and possession of drug 
paraphernalia in Kreischer 
Batchelder. 
8:42 A.M. 
A GPS was reported to be 
stolen from an unlocked 
vehicle within the 1400 block 
of Clough St. It was valued 
at SI 50. 
8:58 A.M. 
Criminal damage was report- 
ed at Kohl Hall. 
10:09 A.M. 
Mailboxes were reported 
to be knocked off from 
addresses within the 1000 
block of Klotz Road. 
2.47 P.M. 
Someone was reported to 
have driven away from a gas 
station within the 300 block 
of S. Main St. without paying 
for about S25 worth of gas. 
4:24 P.M. 
A vehicle's trunk was report- 
ed to be scratched within 
the 200 block of Troup Ave.. 
causing about $300 to $400 
in damage. 
6:09 P.M. 
A window pane and various 
items were reported to be 
tampered with and taken 
within the 500 block of 
Meadowview Drive. 
7:17 P.M. 
A drug violation was report- 
ed at Kohl Hall. 
7:49 P.M. 
Haley R. Dunn. 21. and Khloe 
L. Schell. 19, both of Bowling 
Green, were both cited for 
theft/shoplifting at Meijer. 
TUES., JAN. 24 
12:10 A.M. 
Jon A. Navarre. 50. of 
Haskins. Ohio, was arrested 
for disorderly conduct/unable 
to care for self within the 
900 block of W. Wooster St. 
He was lodged at the Wood 
County Justice Center. 
1:46 A.M. 
Complainant reported seeing 
a subject wearing dark cloth- 
ing run out of a garage within 
the 800 block of 5th St. 
2:34 A.M. 
Andrew C. Jacobs. 23. of 
Bowling Green, was cited for 
operating a vehicle impaired 
within the 100 block of E. 
Napoleon Road. 
* 
ONLINE: Go to bqnews.com for 
the complete blotter list 
CORRECTION 
POLICY 
We want to correct all factual 
errors It you think an error has 
been made, call The BG News at 
419-572-6966 
CORRECTION 
To clarify, the article 'Student 
remembered by his family, friends" 
in the Jan 23 and 24 print edition 
of The BG News did not end The 
final paragraph should have said 
"When I think of him, I don't get 
sad. I just smile." Deion said. "I just 
think he wouldn t want me to get 
sad, he'd want me to think of all the 
good times 
For the full article, visit www.bgnews. 
com/campus 
WEB SITE POLL 
l Q: What is your favorite Mexican Restaurant in Bowling Green? 
Cinco de Mayo: 5% 
Chipotle: 14% 
El Patron: 3% 
El Zarapc: 61% 
Qdoba: 11% 
Speedy Burrito: 
Taco Bell: 3% 
Zona Mexicana: 
The BG News poll 
is not scientific and 
reflects the opinions of 
only those Internet users 
who have chosen to 
participate. The results 
cannot be assumed to 
represent the opinions of 
Internet users in general, 
nor the public as a 
whole. 
Results based on 102 total votes.       Ua 
STORIES 
Read a story 
about a 
comunity- 
wide weight 
loss program. 
ONLINE ONLY 
Visit BGNews.com Thursday for 
MULTIMEDIA 
Watch a video 
about the 
Union's 10th 
anniversary 
celebration. 
Stay informed more easily with 
The BG News by following us on 
Facebook and Twitter 
Visit 
T~\ f—1 TV T BGNews.com 
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EL PATRON, located at 1096 N. Main St. is in the same strip as Kroger Students Irving on campus can take the North Route bus 
to go to the restaurant 
MEXICAN 
From Page 1 
Gonzales for $5.50, which 
is "a seasoned ground 
beef taco and enchilada, 
served with your choice of 
rice or beans," according 
to the menu. 
One house specialty is 
the Wet Burrito at $8.99 for 
dinner, which is "chicken, 
ground beef and beans in 
a warm tortilla and topped 
with enchilada sauce and 
melted cheese, served with 
rice," according to the menu. 
Michael Czyzniejewski, 
GSW instructor, had lunch 
at El Patr6n on 1\iesday. He 
saw the restaurant as he 
drove by and stopped with 
his wife, Karen Craigo, also 
a GSW instructor. 
He had the Wet Burrito 
lunch special, he said. 
"I usually get things a 
la carte but didn't today 
because they had good lunch 
specials," Czyzniejewski 
said. 
Czyzniejewski said he 
would eat at El Patron again 
and recommend it to others. 
"It's nice to have a place 
on that end of town that's a 
sit-down restaurant," Craigo 
said. "Everything was deli- 
cious. They had particularly 
light, fluffy Mexican rice, 
which is hard to come by. I 
really liked it." 
El Patrbn also offers kid's 
meals and serves alcohol. 
Soon it will offer coupons 
for buy one meal and get the 
second meal half price. 
Before Tony started man- 
aging the restaurant 20 
years ago, he worked as an 
employee in restaurants in 
Texas, Georgia, Virginia and 
Kentucky. 
Tony said he plans to 
move farther north in the 
future. 
"I was looking for extra 
opportunities," Tony said. 
"We plan to go to Toledo or 
Sylvania and Michigan." 
As for competing with 
other Mexican restaurants 
in town like El Zarape, Cinco 
de Mayo and Taco Bell, Tony 
said he encourages students 
to try El Patron. 
"We try to be a little 
bit different," Tony said. 
"Everybody tries to be the 
best. Somebody's the best. 
But we all dream of being 
the best." 
Sophomore Taylor Kruse 
said she usually orders a 
quesadilla, rice bowl or 
burrito when she goes to 
Mexican restaurants, and 
she would probably go to El 
Patron. 
"II wiHIklI just to see if it 
tastes the same or if it's dif- 
ferent," Kruse said. 
The Ornelas said they 
anticipate student atten- 
dance at El Patr6n. 
"I hope people come," 
Brenda said. "I would like to 
serve everyone in BG." 
Tony agreed. 
"I would like to stay and 
invite everyone to come and 
try us," he said. "We appreci- 
ate the support to keep the 
door open." 
EL PATRON 
1096 N. Main St. 
(in walking distance of Kroger) 
HOURS: 
■ Monday-Thursday, 11 a.m. 
to 9:50 p.m. 
■ Friday-Saturday. 11 a.m. 
to 10 p.m. 
■ Sunday 11 a.m. to 9 p.m. 
Students Irving on campus 
can take the North Route 
bus from Offenhauer/ 
Falcon Heights to Kroger 
to reach the restaurant. 
Hours: Monday-Thursday. 
7:30 a.m. to 9 p.m.; Friday, 
7:50 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
Preferred 
Properties Co. 
^^   CifiW /J Dtf\f-fi tr-i full Urymn 
www.preferredpropertiesco.com 
Office Hours: Monday - Friday 18am - 4:30pm 
S30S. Maple St. 1419.352.9378 
Find a Place to Call Home 
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Students audition to be tour guides 
Only 30 of 175 initial candidates will make final cut this week during annual application process 
By Molly McN,nw» 
Reporter 
Whether a student is curi- 
ous about the large cem- 
etery outside Olscamp 
Hall or finding the best 
dining hotspots on cam- 
pus, a student tour guide 
has the answers. 
With on-campus tours 
occurring daily and 
enrollment at its peak, 
there is a high demand 
for potential tour guides 
with a passion for 
and knowledge of the 
University. 
Auditions for the 
upcoming spring and 
summer semester tours 
took place this past week. 
About 175 students 
auditioned, said Michelle 
Doyle, administra- 
tive coordinator for the 
Campus Tour Guide 
Program. The group 
was reduced to about 60 
potential tour guides and 
will be cut to a final 30 
students this week. 
Students who make the 
final cut will go through 
a training process where 
they will shadow current 
tour guides, pass a writ- 
ten exam and complete a 
final evaluation tour with 
a student tour coordina- 
tor, Doyle said. 
Michelle 
Doyle 
Administrative 
Coordinator 
"Everyone who applies 
does a five minute audi- 
tion where they talk 
about any aspect of the 
University," said junior 
Sarah Trusz, a student 
coordinator for the pro- 
gram. "Any topic that is at 
all relatable to a college 
student works best." 
The University cur- 
rently has 70 tour guides, 
Doyle said. 
Students applying to 
join them should be able 
to speak comfortably in 
front of large groups of 
people, as the auditions 
take place in front of 
other applicants and the 
touring students often 
come in large numbers, 
Doyle said. 
Doyle and the tour 
guides also stressed the 
importance of possess- 
ing an outgoing, relat- 
able and entertaining 
personality. 
"It's the students who 
engage the other appli- 
cants in their audition 
or make them laugh that 
really get our attention," 
said sophomore Chape 
Ovalle, a student coordi- 
nator. "Anyone can spout 
out information but not 
everyone can make it 
interesting." 
In addition to a general 
knowledge and love of the 
University, the program 
seeks students with a GPA 
of at least 2.5, participa- 
tion in other on-campus 
activities and excellent 
public speaking skills. 
"I encourage anyone 
who loves this school 
to apply; it's a great 
opportunity to get more 
involved on campus and 
I can honestly say I've 
learned so many things 
about this University I 
never would have known 
before," said senior 
Crystal Fletcher, a tour 
guide who described 
every building on cam- 
pus to prospective stu- 
dents on a weekend tour. 
Touring students are 
generally high school 
juniors and seniors inter- 
ested in the University, 
and it is a tour guide's job 
to create a positive and 
appealing image of the 
University and the over- 
all student experience, 
Fletcher said. 
"I  love being  able  to 
share my experiences 
and advice with potential 
students," said junior and 
tour guide Kerry Fial. "I 
want them to know what 
took me two and three 
years to figure out." 
Fial said she became 
a tour guide because 
she knew how daunting 
and overwhelming the 
college decision-mak- 
ing process can be. She 
said she wanted to help 
give a fun and hands- 
on first look into life at 
Bowling Green. 
"I try to keep the tours 
interesting by slipping in 
my own personal jokes," 
she said. "Most of my 
jokes are so bad, and I 
think they only laugh 
because I'm laughing so 
hard at myself." 
Both Fial and Fletcher 
said the tour guide pro- 
gram is a great stepping 
stone to other opportuni- 
ties on and off campus. 
All students interested 
in learning more about 
the University and shar- 
ing their experiences 
should apply, Doyle said. 
Applications are posted 
on the University's web- 
site every December, 
and auditions take place 
the first three weeks of 
every spring semester. 
PIRACY 
From Page 1 
In addition to indus- 
try pressure, the Higher 
Education Opportunity Act 
—a source of income for the 
University — requires col- 
leges to take an active role 
to prevent piracy on their 
networks to receive fund- 
ing, Haschak said. 
Graduate student Franz 
Stevens said he is a propo- 
nent for freedom of infor- 
mation and a lack of censor- 
ship on the Internet. 
People would and should 
pay for books they are per- 
sonally interested in, he 
said. For textbooks, how- 
ever, Stevens said he sees 
less moral conflict with 
their piracy. 
"I think knowledge is for 
everyone and this is just 
all about profits," he said. 
"When it comes to text- 
books — something you are 
mandated to buy — I don't 
think it's unethical." 
Steve Overholt, course 
materials manager at the 
University Bookstore, said 
students can utilize other 
legal options to save money 
on books. 
Students can rent books, 
purchase   older   editions 
and compare prices on the 
Bookstore's website, he said. 
Links on the site allow stu- 
dents to compare new and 
used book prices at the 
Bookstore to other sellers' 
prices, such as Amazon, 
com and Half.com. 
"We're well aware not 
everyone buys their books 
from us," Overholt said. "So 
we have made that avenue 
available for students to 
help them get their books 
at the best price... but we do 
not support illegal down- 
loading ... the authors that 
work for the material have a 
right to be compensated for 
that copyrighted material." 
A more recent develop- 
ment, FlatWorldKnowledge. 
com, also helps lower costs 
by making certain texts avail- 
able for free online, he said. 
"I expect to see more of 
that," Overholt said. 
Nonetheless, both 
Ellinger and Haschak said 
as e-books grow in popu- 
larity, their potential for 
piracy will most likely grow 
with them. 
"The bad guys are 
always one step ahead of 
the good guys on this kind 
of thing," Haschak said. 
"I don't want to call it a 
game, but it's a cat-and- 
mouse kind of deal." 
LIVING 
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from Greenbriar Rentals, 
a real estate management 
company that often rents 
property to University 
students. 
While Greenbriar's 
apartments fill at varying 
speeds, it normally leases 
the majority of its apart- 
ments   between   winter 
break and spring break, 
manager )ohn Maurer 
said. 
"The best time to apply 
lor) sign a lease for one 
of our rentals very much 
depends on the student," 
Maurer said in an email 
sent Tuesday. "Greenbriar 
has been ieasing since 
early November and once 
current residents let us 
know they are not resign- 
ing we lease based on a 
first come, first serve basis 
— the first students to put 
a security deposit down 
have the first rights to the 
apartment." 
John Carty, manager of 
i iniv Rentals, also rents 
property to University 
students. 
Carty said he expects 
to fill up all of his prop- 
erties by April, but has 
only leased a little over 60 
percent of his rentals for 
next fall. 
The best time for stu- 
dents to lease their proper- 
ties is the end of September 
or early October because 
they have the most options 
available, he said. 
While the company 
doesn't have any spe- 
cials specifically for 
college students, Carty 
Rentals gears its proper- 
ty rates toward students, 
Carty said. 
Taking classes pass/fail 
comes with pros, cons 
By Tyler Strittmatter 
Reporter 
Adviser explains how grading option affects students 
"Graduating with 
Latin honors could 
be impacted by... 
pass/fail courses." 
Bob Kline I Academic Adviser 
The University offers the 
Satisfactory/Unsatisfactory 
(S/U) grading option, 
known as "pass/fail 
courses," as a substitute 
of the typical "A" through 
"F" grading scale. 
Some students, however, 
are uncertain about what 
taking a class pass/fail real- 
ly means. 
To receive a satisfac- 
tory mark, a student must 
receive a "C" or better in 
the class, while a "D" or 
"F" will yield an unsat- 
isfactory mark, said Bob 
Kline, academic adviser 
in the College of Arts and 
Sciences. When students 
register for classes, they 
must decide to take a 
class with the S/U option. 
Every college at the 
University has a different 
policy on pass/fail class- 
es, Kline said. Students 
must research that poli- 
cy when compiling their 
class schedule. 
For example, the 
College of Arts and 
Sciences allows students 
to take up to 16 hours of 
pass/fail classes, Kline 
said. However, students 
cannot take classes 
pass/fail within their 
major or minor. 
Although taking classes 
pass/fail may make class- 
work easier, it can come 
with negative conse- 
quences, Kline said. 
"Graduating with Latin 
honors could be impacted 
by taking numerous pass/ 
fail courses," he said. 
Other problems can 
also surface as a student 
continues his or her aca- 
demic career, Kline said. 
"If you start out as a 
journalism major and 
take a sociology class 
pass/fail, you are fine, but 
if you switch to a sociol- 
ogy major, then what do 
you do?" Kline said. 
This type of scenario 
could mean taking class- 
es again with a normal 
grading scale, he said. 
While there are some 
downsides to taking 
classes pass/fail, many 
students said they think 
the   positives   outweigh 
the negatives. 
Senior Jamie Meggas 
said taking classes pass/ 
fail has helped her tre- 
mendously. 
"I had to take a science 
class that was not part 
of my major." Meggas 
said. "I took that class 
pass/fail, which made it 
easier to concentrate on 
other courses." 
Meggas also said she 
took classes pass/fail to 
help keep her GPA up, 
and it was a "very safe 
option, because ail you 
need is a 'C or better for 
it to count." 
Senior Maddy Brown 
expressed similar feel- 
ings. 
"Hard classes usually 
average into your GPA, 
but with pass/fail, you 
still get the credits with- 
out a grade affecting your 
GPA," she said. 
Both Meggas and Brown 
agreed on one downside 
to the pass/fail system 
— if a student takes a 
class pass/fail and earns 
an "A," he or she can- 
not change from the S/U 
option so the "A" can help 
his or her GPA. 
Students taking classes 
pass/fail may also slack 
off on assignments and 
attendance because they 
aren't focusing on the 
class as much as others, 
Brown said. 
Researching the pros 
and cons of the pass/fail 
system is essential for 
students, she said. 
"I think students should 
definitely be more aware 
of the opportunity to take 
classes pass/fail because 
it can help with GPA 
requirements," Brown 
said. "Taking classes 
pass/fail, however, is not 
a way to disregard work- 
ing hard and learning in 
the classroom ... It should 
be used as a tool to suc- 
ceed — not an excuse to 
be lazy." 
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PEOPLE ON THE STREET What is/what wouldbe the best part about living offcampus: 
Having your 
own space. «• 
MORGAN BU 
Sophomore, 
**lt would bea 
lot cheaper, a • 
/reshman, 
'      ^flfAianagmem Gerontology Cenjftiti 
Domestic drilling 
should be an option 
^■I^^L C0LUHNIS1 
Remember in May 2008 when 
the price of gasoline was 
an estimated $4 per gallon? 
It is now surging ye( again 
towards the same price. 
Why is this? The envi- 
ronmental consequences of 
drilling here in the United 
States, threats from Iran of 
shutting down a strail in the 
Indian Ocean to cut off our 
foreign oil supply? 
Or is it because lawmak- 
ers simply don't care that 
the American people, in a 
desperate recession, have to 
pay outrageous prices just to 
drive to work? 
A big debate soon came 
after lhat, when the U.S. citi- 
zens were fed up with these 
sky rocketing prices. 
According to the U.S. 
Department of Energy, the 
U.S. consumes about 20 mil- 
lion barrels of oil products 
per day. 
Then in 2008, Senator 
Domenici and Senate 
Republicans proposed the 
American Energy Production 
Act to address the inflat- 
ed high prices of gasoline. 
Whatever happened to this 
bill, one may question? 
It got shot down multiple 
limes within Congress with 
consistency to block a bill 
that could produce up to an 
estimated 24 billion barrels 
of oil. 
This is enough to suffice 
America for five years, with- 
out foreign imports. 
The truth is we must 
reduce our dependence on 
foreign oil from questionable 
allies. The American Energy 
Production Act S. 2958 never 
passed and Congress and the 
media went silent. 
Now in 2012, with years 
come and gone, the crucial 
problem is not fixed. With 
America is still extremely 
dependent on debatably 
corrupt countries to supply 
us with oil at a hefty price. 
Now, we are faced with Iran's 
threats to close the Strait of 
I In! inn/ a part of the Indian 
Ocean where multiple oil- 
producing nation states' oil 
(ankers pass through. 
Around 40 percent of the 
world's oil passes through 
the Strait. 
In fact, the vice president 
of Iran, Mohammad Reza 
Rahimi, said if the U.S. 
ceased Iran's nuclear weap- 
on production, "not a drop 
of oil will pass through the 
Strait of Hormuz." This could 
easily be done, putting the 
U.S. and oil consumers in a 
precarious situation. 
Although proposed 
years ago to start drill- 
ing in the United States, 
the Department of Interior 
is delaying the process of 
granting offshore leases for 
exploration and drilling. 
This means placing large 
areas off limits, and they are 
slow to issue permits in areas 
where exploration and drill- 
ing are presently allowable. 
The jobs created by these 
oil and natural gas drillings 
would be enormous and a 
help to our country's unem- 
ployment rate. 
One example is the contro- 
versial Keystone Oil Pipeline 
XL, a 1,700 mile pipeline that 
would run from Canada to 
Texas. 
TransCanada the com- 
pany that wants to build 
the pipeline, says Keystone 
would create 20,000 "direct" 
jobs. Which Include 13,000 
construction jobs and 7,000 
jobs making various items 
such as the pipe alone and 
pump houses. 
Additionally, TransCanada 
projects nearly 120,000 "indi- 
rect" jobs would be created 
from the new project. 
So, what are Congress and 
the Obama Administration 
doing? 
The Obama 
Administration, just a week 
ago stopped a permit for 
the $7 billion Keystone XL 
project. 
They feel they need more 
time to review any envi- 
ronmental implications it 
may cause. 
Isn't it ironic that in 2008 
this was a topic and now it's 
coming to the forefront again 
in 2012? 
Is the government really 
interested in energy inde- 
pendence, or only discussing 
it in an election year? 
The government has for 
too long sat on this issue, 
doing nothing for the coun- 
try and its citizens. 
Can one consider these 
ridiculous fuel prices actu- 
ally an excess tax on the 
poor and middle class? As 
for my solution, quit think- 
ing Congress and President 
Obama, but instead "drill 
baby, drill!" 
Sadly, history shows, our 
lawmakers will likely wait 
another election year to dis- 
cuss this financially pressing 
issue again. 
Respond to Meagan at 
thenews@bgnews.com 
HARDER THAN IT LOOKS 
Dude, wtiy do your 
comics suck so 
bad? 
That's it. I'm done Look, I'm 
out of ideas, ok? This has just 
turned into one huge hassle 
I'm not even enjoying it 
anymore. Nobody even reads 
these things. I'm done. 
Whoaa buddy, take it 
easy.. Look, there's 
something I want to tell 
you. 
I ran over your dog 
on my way back 
from class. 
MAXCHARNSY 
Utilize extensive, educated vocabulary 
I have a friend, whom I will 
refer to as Maddy, who is 
nearly undefeatable at 
Scrabble, Bananagrams, 
Words with Friends and 
typically any other game 
pertaining to words. 
She boasts about how eru- 
dite and unbeatable she is. 
Some may call Maddy 
shallow and pedantic 
for gloating about her 
vast   vocabulary.   But, 
perhaps she has good 
reason to boast. 
She should be proud of 
her extensive knowledge of 
words. And the rest of us 
should strive to become 
more like Maddy in the 
vocabulary department. 
However, the truth is, 
Maddy isn't actually that 
phenomenal when it comes 
to word usage. The rest of us 
are simply guilty of laziness 
and apathy. We may com- 
plain about our losses and 
insist that Maddy cheats, 
but the blame is all our own. 
I may love reading and 
writing, but I don't exactly 
go out of my way to learn 
new words and improve my 
vocabulary. I reference the- 
sauraus.com almost every 
day, but I don't even attempt 
to commit those new found 
words to memory or incor- 
porate them into my own 
vocabulary. 
For whatever reason, 
(laziness), we believe that 
because we are communi- 
cating, we are communi- 
cating effectively. But this 
couldn't be further from 
the truth. 
Word choice is more 
important and influential 
lhan we realize. Why do 
you think politicians have 
started using phrases such 
"Word choice is 
more important 
and influential 
than we realize." 
as "hardworking taxpayers," 
instead of "middle-class," 
and "free market", instead 
of "capitalism?" 
Words are powerful, 
and the connotations peo- 
ple give to words and the 
assumptions we associate 
with them are paramount. 
See GREEN | PageS 
Congress should focus on productivity 
M mm PHILLIP MARTIN 
|   COLUMNIST 
One thing that annoys me is 
when nothing gets accom- 
plished at a group meeting. 
The bureaucrats and rep- 
resentatives of our blessed 
nation are such a great illus- 
tration of this. 
Usually, when a group 
assembles at a meeting, it 
has a set of goals to reach 
and discusses ideas on 
how to reach them step- 
by-step. However, if noth- 
ing happens but quarreling 
over the group's different 
stances on certain politi- 
cal issues or their haunted 
pasts, the journey to those 
goals is hindered. 
Basically Congress mem- 
bers, and other bureau- 
crats alike, anger middle 
class taxpayers. We supply 
their wealthy incomes and 
that money is wasted as 
they bicker. 
Congress members also 
waste time bickering at each 
other, mostly because some- 
one is a member of a particu- 
lar political party. 
They like to, hypocriti- 
cally, point fingers and the 
blame at each other because 
their party association's past 
policies failed at some point. 
They like to hold deep- 
rooted opposition against 
one another because some- 
one may be for abortion or 
hold a non-conservative 
view on religion. 
Another frustrating thing 
is when bureaucrats may not 
pass a bill that could poten- 
tially help the middle class 
because its propositions may 
fall outside their conserva- 
tive views. 
This can be seen in the 
case of the American 
Centrifuge Plant in Piketon, 
Ohio, where my father works. 
The plant, known to sup- 
ply enriched uranium for 
the nuclear power industry, 
has been in need of govern- 
ment funding to continue 
its operations. 
My father and his col- 
leagues call it a "loan guar- 
antee," and government offi- 
cials have denied it to the 
plant for a few years now. 
The final deadline to 
approve the loan guar- 
antee came at the end of 
October, and the proposal 
fell through. 
Now the threat of multiple 
layoffs has increased, caus- 
ing many workers to fear for 
the longevity of their current 
jobs or to search for another 
plant to work. 
However, the plant has 
looked for other ways to 
appropriate the neces- 
sary money. 
A recent way included a 
bill passed in the Senate, 
but my father told me a 
See MARTIN | Page 5 
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Gingrich poses threat to 
Romney, not to Obama 
& f^frMATTHEW THAOHH 
'^■k(OI.UMNIST 
I love politics; not just 
because I have my own polit- 
ical perspective, but because 
of the contest itself. 
If I only followed politics to 
see my own views reflected 
back to me, I would have no 
interest at all in the current 
Republican primary race. 
But I am riveted by it. 
Former speaker of the 
House, Newt Gingrich, won 
the South Carolina Primary 
on Saturday with a com- 
manding 40 percent of the 
vote. That makes this race a 
race once more. 
Mitt Romney began the 
week as the winner of the 
first two contests and enjoy- 
inga sizable lead in the South 
Carolina polls. 
All this gave the impres- 
sion that Romney would 
win the first three states and 
essentially walk off with the 
nomination. 
On Thursday, however, 
the Iowa Republican Party 
announced the official 
results of the caucuses held 
there earlier this month, and 
it showed Rick Santorum 
having defeated Romney 
by 34 votes (it was initially 
thought that Romney had 
won by 8 votes). 
So now with three con- 
tests down, Romney has 
actually only won the New 
Hampshire Primary. 
This actually makes me 
feel sorry for Romney a bit. 
After all, he's been running 
for the nomination for like, 
seven years. 
The delegate count as it 
stands now (delegates are 
awarded to candidates after 
the state's elections, based 
on the individual state's rules 
about how to disperse them) 
shows Romney with 31 dele- 
gates, Gingrich 24, Santorum 
10 and Paul 8. 
A seven-delegate lead is 
hardly what anyone could 
call walking off with the 
nomination. 
Romney has seen Gingrich 
as his biggest competition 
for the nomination since 
Gingrich's poll numbers rose 
in Iowa shortly before the 
election there, and his para- 
noia has now been proven 
justified. Newt is chomping 
at his heels. 
So who do I root for, when 
I don't want either of these 
guys to defeat President 
Obama in November? 
On the one hand, I think 
Obama would have a tough- 
er time beating Romney. 
Romney has held more liber- 
al positions on almost every 
issue earlier in his career. 
That means when 
Independent voters (who 
mostly voted for Obama in 
2008 and have not been com- 
pletely satisfied with their 
choice) start actually paying 
attention during the gener- 
al election — because only 
political junkies like me are 
really watching closely right 
now — they may like what 
they see in Romney. 
Like me, they might won- 
der if Romney would be as 
conservative of a president 
as he is trying to persuade 
the Republican base that he 
would be. 
On the other hand, nobody 
doubts Gingrich really 
believes the crazy things he 
says. He has a reputation for 
cut-throat conservatism that 
goes back decades. 
That is why I don't think 
Gingrich will appeal to 
those Independents who 
will, undoubtedly, be a 
major voting block in 
November. Too many mod- 
erate people remember 
Gingrich's partisan politi- 
cal beliefs of the 90s, which 
were based largely on ego- 
tism and obstructionism. 
So who should I be root- 
ing for? 
Romney, who I think has 
a better chance of beating 
Obama in the general elec- 
tion, and probably would be 
the least-worse president in 
the Republican field? 
Or Gingrich, who I think 
has less of a chance of beat- 
ing Obama, but who if elect- 
ed, would almost certainly 
be the worst president since 
Hoover? 
The answer is, simply put, I 
don't know. 
Right now I am just rooting 
for the race to go on. 
I hope it continues to 
become more and more 
contentious and damaging 
to the eventual Republican 
nominee. 
The longer they attack 
each other, the more time 
Obama has before the 
Republican's vitriol turns 
full-force onto him. 
But however it turns out, 
right now it is fun to watch 
and keep score at home. 
It's like watching an elabo- 
rate game of chess unfolding, 
one move at a time. 
The difference is that 
the fate of our nation, and 
the world, could very well 
depend on the outcome of 
this chess match. 
But that's no reason to not 
enjoy a good contest. 
Respond to Matthew at 
thenews@bgnews.com 
University spaces of freedom 
are spaces of resistance 
The lerome Library; a place 
promising endless enrich- 
ment, scholarly speculation 
amongst the stacks, and reli- 
able resourcefulness. 
A paramount intellectu- 
al fortress where the tow- 
ering mortar and bricks 
timelessly reverberate with 
the voices of students who 
have come before, and the 
voices of students who are 
currently coming. 
A place of unadulterated 
freedom to navigate the 
glorifying knowledge of the 
academy and the minds that 
forevermore constitute it. 
Unadulterated freedom? 
Think again, fellow 
students. 
Much  to our inevitable 
misfortune,   our   reverent 
intellectual domain is not the 
lerome Library. It is the 
"Jer-oh no" Library. 
This afternoon, I was 
engaged in an experience 
that deeply nullifies our 
existing ideologies concern- 
ing our campus library. 
This is a consideration of 
how we unconsciously oper- 
ate underneath a regime of 
spatiality that is already pre- 
scribed for us. 
When I enter the lerome 
Library, I always enter 
through the left-hand door 
that is explicitly labeled "staff 
entrance" in overbearing 
capitalized letters. 
I am not a staff member. 
The distinct "staff 
entrance", where the privi- 
leged supposedly enter with 
their designer briefcases, 
drains into the same vesti- 
bule where the peon students 
are entering and exiting with 
their stained backpacks. 
The "staff entrance" leads to 
nowhere. 
It is simply an arbitrary 
spatial construction to 
manage traffic within the 
vestibule. 
I already entered the 
library. 
Now I must exit after 
appropriately consuming the 
bounty of information prod- 
ucts offered inside. 
Proceeding my checkout, 
I observed the "not an exit" 
barriers can be inversely 
pulled, when it is supposed 
to maintain an appearance 
of exclusively being able to be 
pushed from the other side. 
To outwardly project my 
spatial skepticism into an act 
of civil disobedience, I inten- 
tionally exited through such. 
Subsequently, I collided 
with the pleasantly noncha- 
lant student who checked me 
out and who now manifested 
into a booming, unprece- 
dented authoritarian. 
"You cannot exit here!" 
Instead of articulating my 
contemplations, 1 chose to 
perform a variation of pre- 
varication and donned a 
facade of ignorance. 
"Why?" I interrogated, feel- 
ing my eyelashes bat like a 
little girl. 
"Because the sign says so," 
she responded. 
I disarmed my facade and 
became myself. 
I then attempted to per- 
form a monologue of how 
signs and spatial construc- 
tions interestingly govern 
our navigation, and thus our 
existence. 
I immediately lost self- 
assurance when 1 observed 
employees and volunteers 
behind   the   other   desks 
"This is a 
consideration 
of how we 
unconsciously 
operate..." 
ceased their work, along with 
an audience of students, to 
stop and gawk at this spec- 
tacle that was forming at the 
exit/entrance of the Jerome 
Library. 
I decided to walk out the 
"normal" exit. 
I heard a "Have a nice 
day!" trailing behind me, as if 
everything resumed back to 
performing the empty words 
of our cultural expectations. 
The Jerome Library, despite 
its connotations of unadul- 
terated intellectual freedom, 
is unfortunately confined to 
institutionalized parameters. 
The methodic reshelv- 
ing of books may as well be 
machine arms going up and 
down to glue labels on an 
assembly of soup cans. 
The students entering the 
library for enlightenment 
may as well be entering a day 
shift at the factory. 
Can we ever thoughtfully 
evade what is constructed for 
us — even in a space such 
as a university that connotes 
freedom but ambivalently 
constructs spaces that inhib- 
its freedom? 
At least there is the grass to 
walk on between academic 
buildings instead of the sta- 
tus quo sidewalks. 
After all, each blade is 
the sum of a single penny 
towards our taxing tuition. 
Respond to Stephanie at 
slehr@bgsu.edu 
GREEN 
From Page 4 
Take swearing, for exam- 
ple. 
You won't offend me if you 
swear. You will, however, 
make yourself sound incom- 
petent and uneducated. 
When you only incorpo- 
rate three or four choice 
adjectives into your vocab- 
ulary, you give the impres- 
sion that you don't know 
many others. 
Furthermore, using the 
same few words continu- 
ously strips the meaning 
from them. 
Repeat anything enough 
times, and it loses any and 
all relevance and becomes 
filler that merely distracts 
and irritates. 
According to 
OxfordDictionaries.com, 
there may be as many as 
750,000 words in the English 
language. Why not use them? 
We should not be satisfied 
with our communication 
simply because we think it's 
working for us. 
There is always room for 
improvement. 
If we understand the actu- 
al impact word choice and 
usage has on our communi- 
cation and our perceptions, 
the advantages and possibili- 
ties are endless. 
Everything from first 
impressions to job interviews 
can be improved with a few 
simple words. 
So I encourage you, foryour 
own benefit as well as mine, 
to broaden your vocabulary 
and your horizons. 
Try visiting improvingvo- 
cabulary.org or dictionary, 
com to get started on your 
quest of word domination. 
Respond to Christina at 
thenews@bgnews.com 
MARTIN 
From Page 4 
Congressman nixed it when 
it came to him. Apparently, 
the bill had an earmark, 
and this particular official 
doesn't believe in passing 
those types of bills. 
We are encouraged to be 
good citizens and vote for 
bureaucrats to represent us 
and make the best decisions 
for us. 
But, as in the case of ACP, 
where is the sense of voting 
for someone who represents 
the middle class but doesn't 
do anything for it? 
It seems very real that 
bureaucrats are happy they 
have more accessibility to the 
luxuries a lot of Americans 
envy, thanks to the income 
we pay them. 
They can enjoy formal 
dinners and balls, luxury 
boxes at sporting events 
and balcony seats at private 
concerts. 
Of course, we know what 
they would do for a lobbyist 
if the value of the incentive 
is right. 
But, when a goal at the 
meeting involves the middle 
class, little will get accom- 
plished for it. 
Some representatives say 
that they do, in fact, care 
about us. I believe some do, 
such as President Obama. 
1 lowever, his proposals 
will get blocked and revised 
just because he's a Democrat 
and some who vote on it are 
Republicans. 
This is why it's taken so 
long to reform health care. 
I would also take those 
who make big promises with 
a grain of salt. We all know 
that some bureaucrats lie, as 
all people are capable of. 
The way bureaucrats quar- 
rel over some of the most 
trivial things wastes precious 
time and money, and the 
way they fail on opportuni- 
ties to help the middle class 
is a genuine excuse why a lot 
of people don't vote. 
I don't blame them. 
Respond to Phillip at 
thenews@bgnews.com 
o* 
COHTACTUSAT: 
THENEWS@BGNEWS.COM 
CALL US AT 419-372-6966 
WE ALSO OFFER: 
> Free Gas (Heat, Water, Cooking) 
> Free High Speed Internet 
> Free Basic Cable 
> Free Resident Shuttle 
> Air Conditioning 
> Free DVD Library 
WINTHROP TERRACE 
> 24HrMain.enance & SUMMIT TERRACE 
> 3Laundromats    APARTMENTS    
> 2 Swimming Pools Offk»:400 E.Napolean Rd •419.352.9135 
> 1 & 2 Bedroom Apts Email: wintrirop@gerdenich.com 
> Free Water* Trash Hours: Mon-Fri9am-5pm, Sat 11am-3pm 
Come Check Out Our New Office! 
Open House I Friday, January 27th 
Redeve a $ 100 voucher off 1 month's rent - New rentals only 
CAMPBELL HILL TOWNHOUSES 
2 & 3 bedroom, 1'7 bath townhouses with AC, 
furniture, full basement, dishwasher, washer/dryer, 
free internet access 
SIGN UP TODAY FOR A FALL 12 LEASE 
AND RECEIVE $200°° OFF 
YOUR FIRST MONTH'S RENT 
(otter valid  through 1/31/12] 
<2Lv 
GREENBRIAR, INC. 
Hour*: 
Mon-Fri: 9am ■ 5pm 
Sat: 10am-3pm 
445 E Wooster 
Bowling Green, OH 43402 
41».35i0717 
www.greenbnarrentals.oom 
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Sophomore Megan Valentini finds her leadership role 
on gymnastics team, improves her overall scores 
LAUBSNPOFF      1WBC4WS 
MEGAN VALENTINI BG gymnast, stands in her finishing pose after she completing her flow 
routine in a meet against Central Michigan University. 
By Daniel Sierra 
Reporter 
lust one year ago, Megan Valentini 
competed in her first collegiate 
gymnastics meet. 
She was nervous and inexperi- 
enced — and it showed. 
As a freshman, Valentini was 
thrust into the spotlight, compet- 
ing for the Falcons in three events. 
Overwhelmed, she struggled to 
find consistency. Like any young 
athlete, she had much to learn, 
"With freshmen, I find that 
when they come in they're just not 
sure what to expect," coach Kerrie 
Beach said. "They need to get out 
there and compete several times 
before it's really clear to them 
what's going on." 
Valentini's learning curve was 
interrupted when seven fresh- 
men walked through the doors of 
Anderson Arena in September. No 
longer the baby, she had to figure 
out how to compete not just for 
herself, but also for a slew of new 
faces, each portraying the same 
look of uncertainty that had stifled 
her for far too long. 
In that moment, Megan Valentini 
became a different gymnast. 
"I think feeling like a leader 
helped me," she said. "There's 
been a change in my attitude. 
Last year coming in I was more 
nervous. Going out in big meets 
I didn't know what to expect. I 
know it this year." 
On a team with three juniors 
and only one senior, the sopho- 
more class was forced to assume 
veteran status. For Valentini, it 
began in practice and it's carried 
over into competition. She has hit 
every routine in BG's first three 
meets, emerging as the team's only 
gymnast without a major mistake. 
Valentini's new frame of mind 
has resulted in scores of 9.7 on 
beam and 9.825 on floor — both 
higher than last year's season 
bests. She also netted the first 
individual title of her career, win- 
ning the floor exercise against 
Central Michigan two weeks into 
the season. 
"I've really seen her come into 
her own with her confidence," 
Beach said. "She knows now that 
her team's there for her no mat- 
ter what and she doesn't need to 
put so much pressure on herself. 
Because of that, she's been able to 
pay attention to some of the little 
details and we've seen her scores 
really excel on beam and floor." 
As the first performer on floor 
exercise, Valentini serves the cru- 
cial purpose of setting the tone 
for BG's dynamic floor lineup. 
Mounting with a difficult front 
double twist, her steady perfor- 
mances lay the foundation for a 
floor squad that is ranked in the 
nation's top 20. 
Valentini's ability to earn high 
marks — and win titles — in the 
opening slot is a testament to her 
abilities on the event. 
"It feels really good to be able 
to get the same score as someone 
going up last," she said. "I feel con- 
fident in my routine and I really 
don't get nervous. It's good to see 
that I can start the team off strong 
every week." 
Remarkably, Valentini's perfor- 
mances have been just as solid on 
the balance beam, an event that 
got the better of her last season. 
Second in the lineup, Valentini 
knows how devastating a fall early 
in the beam rotation can be. 
She and Dawn Christman, the 
lr, nil if I performer, bare the burden 
of providing confidence to young 
teammates that follow them; 
a notion that can all too easily 
become unraveled while in the air 
over a 4-inch-wide balance beam. 
S«eGYM|Page8 
Falcons will face 
Chippewas at home on 
Wednesday 
By Ryan Satkowiak 
Sports Editor 
Another close loss has the 
Falcons once again sitting at a 
sub-.500 conference record. 
The team hopes to change 
that Wednesday night as it 
takes on Central Michigan at 
the Stroh Center. Tip-off is 
scheduled for 7 p.m. 
The Falcons will play the 
Chippewas at an opportune 
time. While they carry an 
identical 2-3 Mid-American 
Conference record to BG, they 
are 7-11 overall and are losers of 
three straight contests. 
Also similar to BG, Central 
struggles on the road, posting 
a 2-8 record in games played in 
the opposing team's arena. 
One thing that has defined 
Central's game this season is 
the play of its guards, led by 
sophomore Trey Zeigler. 
"Their guards are a big part of 
their offense and what they do, 
starting with Trey Zeigler," said 
coach Louis Orr. "He's a guy 
who's always in attack mode, 
attacking off the dribble and 
getting to the basket. He's a 
good offensive rebounder and 
can play all over the floor." 
The Chippewas' three lead- 
ings scorers are all guards: 
Zeiger (16 ppg), Derek Jackson 
(11.7 ppg) and Austin McBroom 
(10.7 ppg). All three are aggres- 
sive on defense and solid dis- 
tributors, as each ranks in the 
team's top three in both steals 
and assists. 
An additional challenge for 
BG that Zeigler presents is his 
size — listed at 6-foot-5 and 
203 pounds — an asset that has 
See MEN'S | Page 8 
BG forward gains rhythm after sitting last season 
Bryce Williamson was out because of injuries for nine games last season, but is on a roll since returning to ice for all games this season 
By Ryan Satkowiak 
Sports Editor 
Last season, injuries helped keep 
Bryce Williamson off the ice for 
nine games. 
The missed time essentially 
prevented him from getting into 
any sort of rhythm during the 
middle of the season, where he 
missed most of his games. Once 
he came back, however, he was 
as good as any player on the BG 
hockey team. 
He finished the season on a tear, 
scoring four points in his final 
five games, including the game- 
winning goal in game three of 
the Falcons' fiist-round Central 
Collegiate Hockey Association 
playoff series against Northern 
Michigan. To put that num- 
ber in perspective, he had only 
three points during the previ- 
ous 27 games. 
While he said he can't pinpoint 
why he has had better luck with 
his health this season, he has 
played in all 26 of BG's games, 
developing a sort of consistency 
that has helped him find a groove. 
"It's been good; I've played 
with a lot more confidence and I 
want to keep rolling with that," 
Williamson said. 
That confidence is clearly vis- 
ible in his on-ice production. 
Much like the rest of the team, 
Williamson has shot the puck 
more this season. His 64 shots are 
second on the team and are eight 
more than he took all of last sea- 
son, despite having played in six 
fewer games. 
As a result, he has scored more 
goals. His seven on the season 
leads the team. 
"I'm just trying to shoot more 
and get open for my line mates," 
Williamson said. "When I get the 
chances, I just try to bury them." 
One of those line mates, fresh- 
man Ryan Carpenter, has seen 
See HOCKEY | Page 7 
OlUArlHANSOM I IHEBGNfWS 
BRYCE WILLIAMSON. BG forward, stretches for the puck against Cory Shneider. an Ohio State forward BG swept the Buckeyes earlier (his season 
GYMNASTICS 
Athlete of the Week 
Freshman Jamilah Ali earned the Papa 
John's Athlete of the Week award for her 
career best meet against West Virginia. She 
won vault and balance beam. 
BASKETBALL 
Alumni double header 
Both men's and women's 
basketball will host teams 
at the Stroh on Feb. 4. It will 
also be Alumni Day. 
SOCIAL MEDIA 
Facebook Twitter 
Become a fan of The BG News Follow us for breaking news and 
sports department on Facebook. in-game updates from your favorite 
Log on to your account and search Falcon sports. 
"BG News Sports" to become a fan. www.twitter.com/bgrtewssports 
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CHRISSY STEFFEN BG guard, lakes the ball in to the basket while trying to get past Ohio's Manah Byard. BG won. 61-49. 
Women's basketball hits the road 
By Mich.l. Wy.ocki 
Assistant Sports Editor 
Over the lasl seven sea- 
sons, the women's bas- 
ketball team started 7-0 
in the Mid-American 
Conference four times. 
Can they do it for a 
fifth time? 
The Falcons will head 
to Muncie, Ind., to face 
the Ball State Cardinals 
on Wednesday. 
BSU is coming off a 
loss to Akron, while BG 
heads into their matchup 
undefeated in confer- 
ence play. 
Leading the Cardinals 
is     Jazmin     Hitchens, 
averaging 11 points and 
4.4 rebounds per game. 
Against Akron, guard 
Brandy Woody hit her 
career high of 17 points, 
while freshman Brittany 
Carter had 12. 
The loss to the Zips 
gave BSU an overall 
record of 7-12 and a MAC 
standing of 2-4. 
On the other hand, BG 
is looking for their sev- 
enth win in the MAC. 
The Falcons are com- 
ing off a champion- 
ship-style win that was 
played in the Stroh 
Center against Eastern 
Michigan. 
If their record wasn't 
impressive enough, they 
have a player who was 
just named both MAC 
Player of the Week and 
National High-Major 
Player of the week — 
Alexis Rogers. 
For the third time in 
four weeks, Rogers has 
received MAC honors, 
but this time it came 
accompanied with 
national recognition. 
She was recognized for 
her efforts against Miami 
and Eastern Michigan. 
She had her fourth dou- 
ble-double in five games 
against Miami and a 
career best of 30 points 
at home against EMU. 
In conference play 
alone. Rogers is averag- 
ing 20.3 points and 10.5 
rebounds a game, lead- 
ing her team in both 
categories. 
Wednesday's game 
marks the 56th time BG 
and Ball State have met. 
The Falcons lead the 
all-time series, 41-14. 
The last time the two 
teams met, BG beat the 
Cardinals 61-46. The 
last time the Cardinals 
won against BG was at 
home in Worthen Arena 
in their 2007-08 season. 
The Falcons are sched- 
uled to tipoff with the 
Cardinals at 7 p.m. 
. I . 
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Hockey improves with win over Alaska-Fairbanks 
By Mall Ny. 
Reporter 
This past weekend the BG 
hockey team snapped its 
12-game losing streak, 
after splitting the series 
against Alaska-Fairbanks. 
It also snapped a 
five-game losing streak 
against the Nanooks that 
dated back to the 2008- 
09 season. 
Berkle on the rise 
Freshman Adam Berkle 
has been playing at a 
high level the whole sea- 
son. Recently he has been 
cashing in on his oppor- 
tunities to record points. 
Berkle is currently on a 
three-game point streak 
after recording two 
points in Friday's game 
and scoring the lone 
goal for the Falcons on 
Saturday. The streak is 
the longest of his career. 
Berkle has great poten- 
tial if he is intense all the 
time like he is in practice, 
Coach Chris Bergeron 
said. 
"He has some grit to 
him," Bergeron said. "Just 
like every freshman, he is 
trying to find some con- 
sistency every day." 
• IVYWOODAPTS.' 
I Bd r m s./Studios » 
Winici Special 
I '2 Month Free 
with I Year lease' 
The men behind the 
assists 
Freshman Ryan 
Carpenter and sopho- 
more Cam Wojtala both 
have recorded 10 assists 
on the season to lead the 
Falcons. Wojtala is just 
one assist away from his 
total last season. 
Hammond finally gets 
off the snide 
Andrew Hammond 
has never beaten Alaska- 
Fairbanks in his four pre- 
vious tries. The win Friday 
night gives Hammond a 
1-4-0 record against the 
Nanooks. 
The win also gave 
Hammond his seventh 
win of the season. With 
his seventh win, he has 
set a career high in wins, 
beating his record of six 
last season. 
Marc Rodriguez is back 
Junior Marc Rodriguez 
has been on fire since he 
returning from injury. He 
has scored two goals in 
the last six games played, 
including a short-hand- 
ed goal against Ohio 
State and a power-play 
goal against Alaska- 
Fairbanks. 
CIUIAN HANSON I IHE8G 
CONNOR KUCENA, BG defenseman. tnes to regain possession of the puck 
BG against Dank Angeli. an Ohio State forward 
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•NearBGSU 
•Private patio/entrance 
•Extra storage 
•Pets welcome 
•Short-term leases available 
419-352-7691 EHO 
cormorantco.com 
*»mc restriction* app 
VILLAGE 
APART 
2012 - 2013 • 
• Reduced Rates in 2011 *i 
•Apartments Available* 
a Semester Leases * 
♦ Minutes from BGSU» I 
» Pet friendly community • j 
• Heat included * 
CALl FOR SPECIALS! 
Located at: 
300 Napoleon Road 
in Bowling Green 
M     E     N     T    S 
EXTRA, EXTRA" 
READ ALL ABOUT IT! 
$100 off security 
deposit for 2012 
school year if lease 
signed before 
I&12 
MUST 8HOW COUPON TO 
RECIEVE DISCOUNT 
4»9-352-6335 
Willow House Apts. 
830 4th Street 
1Kb  I bath 
SUDOKU 
To play: Complete the grid 
so that every row, column 
and every 3x3 box contains 
the digits 1 to 9.There is no 
guessing or math involved. 
Just use logic to solve 
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Create and solve your 
Sudoku puzzles for FREE. 
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firsthand the change in 
Williamson's game this 
season. Along with Brett 
Mohler, the trio formed 
arguably BG's top line for 
the first half of the season. 
However, Mohler 
was recently lost for the 
remainder of the season 
because of a shoulder 
injury, splitting up the 
line. But, for a time, they 
were able to feed off each 
others games. 
"Williamson's really 
fast, and IWilliamson and 
Mohler) both have real- 
ly good hands and good 
vision, and both are really 
talented in the offensive 
zone," Carpenter said. 
While Williamson has 
always been know as an 
offensive player — he 
scored 41 goals and had 
107 points in his final sea- 
son in the Alberta Junior 
Hockey League — it's the 
growth in his defensive 
game that has earned 
increased trust from coach 
Chris Bergeron. 
Last season, he had 
a minus-14 on-ice rat- 
ing and blocked only five 
shots. This season, both 
numbers have significant- 
ly improved. 
While still not where 
he'd like it to be, his on- 
ice rating has improved 
to a minus-3 and he has 
blocked 14 shots. 
"He's harder to play 
against, he's harder in 
practice, he's harder on 
pucks," Bergeron said. 
"He's a guy who's been 
counted on a lot. but that's 
based on what he's done, 
we haven't handed Bryce 
anything. Now, he's killing 
penalties for us and...that's 
something he's getting 
pretty good at. and I think 
that based on the men- 
tality that we developed 
last year of just expecting 
more and not settling for 
just OK." 
One of the most 
important changes for 
Williamson has been 
comfort zone. Now with a 
year and a half of college 
hockey experience, he is 
no longer one of the new 
guys on the team. He is 
more familiar with what 
to expect on a nightly 
basis, and that has shown 
in his game. 
"You're further along, 
you know a little more, 
and I guess you're a lit- 
tle more confident going 
in knowing that you've 
been there before, you've 
played in that situation," 
Willi.iinsiHI said. 
Hillsdale Apts. 1082 Fairview 
llnlr I hath 
.'hdr 1  'bath • 3bdr.2buh 
2&3bed come with washer/dryer 
Heinzsite Apts. 
710 N. Enterprise 
lbtlr: lbath-2bdr:l 'bah 
2bdr comes with washer/dryer 
We still have a few 1,2, & 3 bedroom units open for 2012/2013 
Stop by for listings and set an appointment for showing! 
1045 N. Main St. Bowling Green, OH 43402 • 419.353.5800 
www.meccaDg.com • infoameccibg.com Management Inc. 
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TYLER STAME     THE BG NEW 
J0RD0N CRAWFORD. BG guaid. pushes a BuHalo defender oul ol the way as he makes his way down the court. 
MEN'S 
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helped him lead the team 
in rebounding (6.7 per 
game) and could create 
a matchup issue for the 
Falcons. 
Chauncey Orr is listed 
as BG's tallest guard at 
6-foot-4, but he averag- 
es only 6.2 minutes per 
game. The next tallest is 
Dee Brown at 6-foot-2. 
"|Zeigler|   attacks you 
in straight lines; he's not 
a guy who is going to 
mess around," Orr said. 
"He's attacking spots, 
and with his size, you 
have to keep him away 
from the basket. You 
almost have to play him 
with two guys ... We have 
to try to limit his oppor- 
tunities to attack." 
Statistically speaking, 
BG has an advantage over 
Central in most catego- 
ries. The Falcons average 
more  points  per  game, 
give up fewer points per 
game, have a higher field 
goal percentage, have a 
better rebounding mar- 
gin and average more 
assists per game. 
However, Central's 
defense has the ability 
to be a key factor in the 
game. The Chippewas 
have a better shoot- 
ing defense than the 
Falcons do, average 
more blocks and steals 
per game and have a 
better turnover margin. 
GYM 
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Valentini never explicitly 
accepted this responsibility, 
yet her work ethic in prac- 
tice and audacity in com- 
petition illustrate that she 
understands — it's time to 
grow up. 
"When someone's put in 
a position like hers, they 
either take ownership of it or 
they fall apart," Beach said. 
"Megan's really taken own- 
ership of it "It's the best feel- 
ing when you can put some- 
one out there and it's not a 
question of whether or not 
they're going to hit. With her, 
it's become more a question 
of how awesome she's going 
to be this time." 
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ACROSS 
1 Estuary 
2 LAX touchdown 
3 Drinking binge 
4 Color similar to turquoise 
5 _ Nevada mountain range 
6 Bereft (of) 
7 Witn 31-Across, 
postgraduate test 
8 Setting for saloons and 
shootouts 
9 Regardless of 
10 Beer grain 
11 Rhett Butlers final 
words 
12 Yes-Bob connection 
13 Wooden Mortimer 
21 'All Things 
Considered* airer 
22 Templo Mayor 
worshiper 
23 Alberta natives 
24 Renovate 
25 Frightening 
29 Health care gp. 
30 Devoutrtess 
33 Mine transports 
34 Attempt to strike 
35 Black wood 
1 Indian royals 
6 Pulitzer-winning columnist 
Maureen 
10 Popular British brew 
14 Kuwaiti neighbor 
15 Albany-to-Buffalo canal 
16 Game point, in tennis 
17 Make a case 
18 Actor Kilmer etal. 
19 Not common 
20 33/63-Across, in golf 
23 Kirby Puckett and Mickey 
Mantle, by pos. 
26 Tech sch. near Albany 
27 Withered with age 
28 33'63-Across. in stock car racing 
31 See 7-Down 
32 Words with a nod 
33 With 63-Across, nickname for 
(our immortals in this puzzle 
36 Mark replacement 
38 Ran into 
39 West Indies native 
41 Secretly watch, with "on" 
42 Holler's partner 
44 2011 Libyan arms embargo 
enforcement gp. 
45 33/63-Across. in swing music 
49 Climbed on 
52 Imperfect, as mdse. 
53 Hog's home 
54 33/63-Across. in rock W roll 
57 Family group   . 
58 Suffix for the wealthy 
59 Protect 
63 See 33-Across 
64 'Top Chef judge Simmons 
65 Like mentors vis-a-vis 
mentees, usually 
66 Complete collections 
67 Differ ender 
68 High-maintenance 
Loses, as winter fur 
Dutch artist Piet 
Also 
Resume length, often 
Raises, as a subject, 
with 'in' 
Brazilian supermodel 
Biindchen 
The Magic of the NBA 
Washington rival, in 
college sports 
Bremen brew 
Stan's sidekick 
_garde 
Old Norse mariner 
Eggnog season 
Suffix with Gator 
Wine choice 
Wine choice 
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TannlngCenterBG.com 
THE WASH HOUSE 
248 N. Main 1419-354-1559 
16 beds. 2 booths • Mystic Tan 
No appointment needed 
9-353-3588 
10 beds, 1 booth ■ no appt. needed 
SOUTHSIDE 
LAUNDROMAT 
993 S Main I 419-353-8826 
S beds, 2 booths ■ appt. available 
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Services Offered 
V-Day • send a gift basket 
message/hug w/ teddy bear, 
candy, balloons & rosesl 
S29-S49. Free local delivery 
Teddy Bear & Balloon Express 
Check us out on Facebook! 
419-494-6934. Order early! 
Personals 
Help Wanted 
For Rent For Rent 
Something different every night at 
Grumpy Dave's Pub! 
Mondays - play EUCHRE 
Tuesday-Protessional Comedians 
Wednesdays - Hump Day Revue 
Thursdays - Open Mic 
Fridays - Happy Hours 4-9pm 
Bands at 10pm 
Saturdays • KARAOKE all night! 
www.grumpydavespub.com 
Days Inn now hiring 
for front desk position, all shifts. 
No calls, apply in person 
at 1740 E. WoosterSt. BG 
Kidzwatch - both centers now 
hiring FT 8 PT care givers tor 
days, eves & weekends. Email 
resume to: info@kidzwatch.net 
Trustworthy student needed lor 
help w' laundry & other household 
chores in Waterville home. 
Call/ text Angie at 419-377-5479 
email angieroseberry©gmail com 
"houses & apts almost lull 12-13. 
1030 E. Wooster, allowed 7 stud 
321 E Merry, allowed 8 stud. 
Also very close apts. rms & effic. 
cartyrentals.com / 419-353-0325 
1 A 2 Bedroom Apartments 
Free Heat & Water! 
Large Patio1 Pet Friendly1 
(419)353-7715 
www.varsitysguareapts com 
1.2, 3S4BR houses, 
near downtown, S499-S999/mo 
Call 419-356-5437. 
1BR apts. near campus, 
Avail Fall 2011. S475/mo, utils Incl 
Call 419-352-5882 
1BR Studio apt. 
all utilities paid, $425/mo. 
322 E. Court St, #1 
Call 419-352-8917 
www BGApartments.com 
2 & 3 BR apts & townhouses. 
Scott Hamilton. 4th & 5th Sis 
Avail May 2012, pets welcome! 
419-409-1110 or 419-352-4456. 
www.rutterdudleyrentals.com 
20112-13 S.Y Leases: 
3BR house. W/D central air, 
dishwasher. $700/mo. 
Avail May 15. 2012 
2 upper apts in house w/ shared 
bath, S275/mo & S350/mo. 
Call 419-601-3225 tor more info! 
3 BR house tor rent, includes 
W/D, very close to campus, 
avail now! Call 419-731-3800 
311 Ridge - Nice 3 BR home, 
available Fall 2012 
Call 419-352-5882 
311 Ridge - Nice 3 BR home, 
available Fall 2012. 
Call 419-352-5882 
3BR houses on Troupe avail, 
5BR houses on Summit & College 
Call 419-308-0736 lor more into 
3BR apt. near campus/downtown. 
Avail Fall. S850/mo. utils incl. 
Call 419-352-5882 
4BR houses. 3 people each. 
2 car garage, W/D, AC, 1yr lease 
avail Mayor Aug. S1200/mo 
949 Scott Hamilton, 138 Williams 
Call 419-654-9512. 
5 BR, 2 Bath, requires 5 renters. 
2000 sq It. kitchen w/ appl, 
w/d hookup. Avail Aug. 2012. 
12mo Lease, $1250/mo. 
Call Anne at 419-722-1371 
or e-mail: aricketls@woh.rr.com 
HIGHLAND MANAGEMENT 
Now leasing for 2012-2013 s.y. 
1 & 2 BR apts. S375-S650/mo. 
Call 419-3546036 lor more info! 
Houses 8 Apartments 
12 month leases only 
S. Smith Contracting LLC. 
419-352-8917 - 532 Manville Ave 
Office open 11-3, M-F. 
www.BQAparlments.vom 
HOUSES close to campus! 
2012-2013 May/August 
Leases now availble! 
Call 419-352-6064 or 
www.froboserentals.com 
THREE BEDROOM HOUSES 
available August 2012: 
Some pet friendly, 
Lease req, Excellent Condition! 
114 Ridge Street. 
118 Clay Street. 
812 Third Street, 
606 Fifth Street, 
131 Church Street, 
202 East Merry, 
226 East Merry, 
133 Georgia Ave - 2BR house 
For more into call 419-308-2456 
For Rent For Rent Special Notices 
424 E Wooster.large 3BR apt. 
Avail Fall 2012. $950/mo, 
utils included. Call 419-352-5882. 
Must see' 4BR, 2 bth apt /3BR. 
1 bth apt.newer carpet, small pets 
ok Call 216-337-6010 
Bartending, up to S300/day 
No exp needed, training crse 
avail, call 800-965-6520 x174 
FalconMail 
©falcon.bgsu.edu 
Time is running out to forward to FalconMail! 
Do you have messages in your bgsu.edu mailbox that 
you'd like to keep? 
Then it's time to move them to FalconMail! 
Login to bgsu.edu and forward the messages you'd like to 
keep to FalconMail BEFORE Ian. 31! Any messages left in 
your bgsu.edu mailbox after that date will be deleted. 
Questions? Visit www.bgsu.edu/falconmail, or call the 
Technology Support Center at 419-372-0999 
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BOWLING GREEN STATE UNIVERSITY 
  
Bedroom Apartments 
• Furnished ^CJS. 
• 2 Full Baths 
• FREE WIRELESS 
INTERNET GREENBRIAR, INC. 
• Laundry on site 
Select Units Have: 
•Air Conditioning 
•Gas Log Fireplace 
•Tile Floors 
$49.00 Deposit 
Per Person 
'restnefions apply 
Starting at 
'S/month 
+ Utilities 
Greenbriar, Inc.     (419) 352-0717 
www.greenbnarrentals.com 
Great Selections • Great Locations • Great Prices 
JOHN NEWLOVE REAL ESTATE, INC. 
"With help from John 
Newlove Real Estate, 
I found the perfect 
place. It had everything 
I needed and it fit my 
budget too." 
:   11 nm 
319 1     ..    1   HOI St 
Hours      Mon,I,iv  U> Fl Hi 
Check Us Out 
On Facebook! 
Quality Service 
Quality Housing 
Successfully Serving 
BGSU Students Sine* 1978. 
HONEST, FRIENDLY & TRUSTWORTHY 
Lor.itrd ,n rnss 
II        I     I 
i i - 
11 Ml   l.ico  Bull 
day     8 30 to 5 00 
419.354.2260 | www.johnnewloverealestate.com 
